Buh  that  Jpll  on 

> 

“O^onJi  ClrnnnJi” 

REV.  J.  O.  REAVIS 


PRICE  3  CENTS  EACH;  20  CENTS  PER  DOZEN 


LITERATURE  DEPARTMENT 
EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S. 
CHAMBER  COMMERCE  BLDG. 
NASHVILLE,  TENNESSEE 


THE  SEED  THAT  FELL  ON 
“GOOD  GROUND” 


Rev.  J.  O.  Reavis 

PART  I 

BEGINNINGS  IN  MEXICO 

/  z\bont  a  generation  has  passed  since  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  A.  T.  Grayliill  entered  the  Re- 
pnhlic '  of  Mexico  at  Matamoros,  to  begin 
their  work  for  Christ. 

They  went  forth  as  sowers  to  sow.  Some 
seed  which  they  scattered  fell  by  the  “way- 
side;"  some  upon  the  “stony  places,”  and 
some  among  “thorns.”  But  there  was  “the 
good  ground,”  too,  which  God  had  prepared, 
into  which  some  seed  fell,  “and  brought 
forth  fruit,  some  an  hundredfold,  some 
sixtyfold,  some  thirtyfold.'” 

One  man  soweth  and  another  reapeth. 
Long  before  Dr.  Graybill  entered  upon 
his  work  Dr.  Hiram  Chamberlain  had 
preached  the  go.spel  in  Brownsville,  Tex. 
Dr.  Chamberlain  labored  for  years  under 
a  great  many  hardships.  At  one  of  his 
serv'ices  a  Mexican  woman  was  baptized 
and  received  into  the  church.  She  had  pre- 
A'ionsly  lived  some  miles  distant  up  the 
Rio  Grande.  It  was  while  living  there  that 
she  received  a  Bible  from  two  army  offi¬ 
cers,  and  first  heard  of  the  way  of  salva¬ 
tion.  Many  years  passed  by,  and  when  Dr. 
Gra\'bill  arrived  at  Matamoros  this  woman 
was  the  first  to  welcome  him.  Her  son  was 
a  bartender,  though  at  this  time  not  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  business,  lie  was  employed 
to  teach  Spanish  to  Dr.  Graybill.  In  turn. 
Dr.  Graybill  took  advantage  of  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  teach  this  man  the  way  of  life. 


Jrle  was  converted,  and,  under  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Graybill,  was  prepared  to  preach 
the  gospel. 

A  generation  almost  has  gone  by;  during 
all  this  time  this  man  has  been  a  faithful 
herald  of  the  Cross.  This  is  Don  Leandro, 
the  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Linares.  In  the  Cirls’  School,  in  the  same 
town,  we  met  his  daughter,  who  is  the 
teacher  of  the  Presbyterian  School  for 
Cirls.  While  in  Victoria  we  met  another 
daughter,  who  is  also  an  accomplished 
teacher.  At  Coyoacan  we  met  his  son,  who 
is  soon  to  graduate  from  the  Seminary  and 
give  his  life  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ.  The  history  of  the  conversion  of 
uon  Leandro  and  his  family  should  en¬ 
courage  every  servant  of  the  Christ  not  to 
despise  the  day  of  small  things.  1  he  seed 
sown  to-day  may  not  bring  forth  its  fruits 
until  to-morrow,  or  it  may  be  not  until  a 
generation  has  passed.  It  is  only  at  the 
harvest  time  at  the  end  of  the  world  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  see  what  Cod  has 
wrought  through  his  consecrated  servants 
who  have  faithfully  preached  his  word. 

In  the  early  ministry  of  Don  Leandro,  Dr. 
Craybill  sent  him  to  preach  to  a  neighbor¬ 
ing  people  not  far  from  Alatamoros.  At 
the  services  Leandro  found  himself  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  fanatical  crowd.  They  had 
been  prejudiced  by  the  priests.  While  Le¬ 
andro  was  preaching,  someone  threw  an 
iron  .spike  at  his  head,  which  would  proba¬ 
bly  have  produced  instant  death  had  he 
been  struck  by  it.  but  the  missile  did  not 
touch  him.  lie  managed,  however,  to  dis¬ 
tribute  some  Bibles  to  those  who  had  gath¬ 
ered  about  him,  and  in  the  providence  of 
Cod  he  escaped  without  receiving  any  in¬ 
jury  at  the  hands  of  these  fanatics. 

It  would  seem  that  nothing  had  been 
accomplished  for  good  at  this  meeting,  but 
some  seed  had  fallen  upon  “good  ground.” 


Tliere  was  a  man  present  who  received  a 
Bible.  After  going  to  his  home  he  began 
to  search  the  Scriptures,  and  the  Spirit  of 
God  led  him  out  into  the  way  of  life. 
Months  went  by,  and  Leandro  went  again 
to  preach  to  the  people  on  one  of  the  ranch¬ 
es.  At  the  service,  this  man  who  had  pre¬ 
viously  secured  the  Bible  came  forward 
and  made  a  profession  of  his  faith  in  Christ 
and  was  received  into  the  Church.  lie  con¬ 
secrated  himself  to  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  and  now  he  has  been  preaching 
“Christ  and  Him  Crucihed"  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  When  w'e  arrived 
at  Montemorelos,  he  was  the  hrst  to  meet 
us  at  the  station.  He  was  introduced  to  us 
as  Don  Aleho,  the  pastor  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  church  at  Montemorelos.  He  is  a  man 
of  culture  and  real  refinement,  who  would 
compare  favorably  with  any  of  our  Presby¬ 
terian  ministers. 

One  other  instance  of  where  the  seed 
fell  upon  the  “good  ground”  may  prove  of 
interest.  Don  Leandro  had  gone  with  a 
friend  from  Matamoros  to  the  seashore  for 
a  few  days'  rest.  He  went  to  a  farmhouse 
nearby  to  secure  some  provisions.  The  head 
of  the  house  was  an  aged  Indian,  and  after 
some  conversation  with  him,  Leandro  asked 
the  privilege  of  reading  a  passage  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  and  having  prayer  in  his  home.  The 
old  Indian  repliecl :  “You  cannot  read  your 
Bible  in  my  house,  but  I  have  a  Bible  here 
of  my  own  which  you  may  read,  if  you  will, 
and  teach  me  what  it  means."  He  then  pro¬ 
duced  a  Bible  which  had  been  in  his  pos¬ 
session  for  eighteen  years.  It  proved  to  be 
a  Protestant  Bible,  probably  one  which  Dr. 
Chamberlain  or  Miss  Rankin  had  distribu¬ 
ted.  Leandro  kissed  the  book  and.  opening 
it,  read  a  portion  of  the  Word,  and  then 
showed  to  this  aged  man  who  had  never 
been  taught  to  read,  the  way  of  life.  “Dur¬ 
ing  all  these  years,”  the  old  man  said,  “I 


have  lieen  waiting  for  a  good  prophet  to 
come  and  explain  to  me  my  Bil)le.”  He 
greatly  rejoiced  and  gave  thanks  to  God 
that  fie  had  sent  His  servant  to  him  to 
lead  him  into  the  light.  He  afterward 
joined  the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  all  his 
family,  d  he  good  seed  that  had  been  sown 
years  before  had  now  at  last  found  lodg¬ 
ment  in  the  good  soil  in  this  poor  Indian's 
heart,  and  he  and  all  his  honsehold  were 
added  nnto  the  Church. 

Many  times  has  the  truth,  found  in  Isaiah 
55:  10,  II,  been  verified  in  the  preaching  of 
the  gosi)el  in  Mexico,  and  the  above  are  a 
few  instances  of  the  many  that  might  he 
given. 

“For  as  the  rain  cometh  down,  and  the 
snow  from  heaven,  and  returneth  not  thith¬ 
er,  hut  watereth  the  earth  and  maketh  it 
bring  forth  and  hud,  that  it  may  give  seed 
to  the  sower,  and  bread  to  the  eater: 

“So  shall  My  word  he  that  goeth  forth 
ont  of  ,M\'  mouth;  it  shall  not  return  unto 
Me  \’oid,  hut  it  shall  accomplish  that  which 
1  please,  and  it  shall  prosper  in  the  thing 
wheretci  1  sent  it.” 


PART  II 

OUR  WORK  IN  MEXICO 

We  note  a  few  impressions  that  we  have 
of  the  entire  work  of  our  Church  in  Mexi¬ 
co,  and  call  attention  to  some  of  the  fruits 
of  missionary  work. 

In  the  first  place,  under  the  wise  general 
ship  of  Dr.  Graybill,  the  Church  has  been 
planted  according  to  the  Apostolic  plan, 
d'he  larger  cities  and  towns  have  been  occu¬ 
pied,  and  from  these  the  evangelist  has 
reached  out  to  the  homes  in  the  villages  and 
ranches  and  to  the  people  who  dwell  far  out 
in  the  mountains.  About  .-^ixty  stations 
and  out-stations  have  been  occupied.  In 
this  way  our  Church  has  reached  a  large 
number  of  people,  and  from  these  centers 
of  influence  the  gospel  is  being  disseminated 
into  many  lives. 

In  the  second  place,  wherever  the  Church 
has  gone,  the  school  has  accompanied  it. 
d  hese  day  schools  are  training  boys  for  the 
ministry  and  fitting  them  for  useful  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  Church,  while  the  girls  are  being 
trained  for  Christian  womanhood  and  serv¬ 
ice.  The  schools  are  feeders  of  the  Church, 
and  are  the  very  foundation  upon  which 
a  Christian  community  is  being  builded. 

In  the  third  place,  we  were  gratified  to 
see  the  results  of  a  generation  of  gospel 
preaching.  The  laborers  have  been  few, 
Dr.  Graybill  being  the  only  man  in  the 
mission  during  most  of  this  time.  He 
toiled  on  amid  great  hardships  often,  and 
great  self-sacrifice,  yet  with  his  faithful  co¬ 
laborers  who  have  been  teaching  in  the 
schools  and  helping  in  the  house-to-house 
visitation,  .splendid  results  have  been  ob¬ 
tained.  There  are  ten  organized  Presbyte¬ 
rian  churches,  with  five  substantial  church 
buildings,  and  in  all  about  seven  hundred 
communicants,  d'here  are  eight  day  schools, 


with  al)out  450  children  in  attendance;  live 
native  pastors  having  been  trained  and  or¬ 
dained,  are  now  in  charge  of  churches  in 
tlie  Presbytery.  Three  students  from  the 
Presl)ytery  are  attending  the  Theological 
Seminary.  The  church  is  well  organized 
with  elders  and  deacons,  Sunday-schools 
and  Young  People's  Societies,  and  all  un¬ 
der  the  superintending  care  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Tamanlipas.  which  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  out  of  these  forces. 

W'e  feel  sure  that  for  the  small  amount 
of  money  we  have  invested  in  Mexico,  God 
has  given  ns  veiw  large  returns.  All  those 
who  have  contributed  to  make  possible 
this  work  will  surely  share  in  a  large  har¬ 
vest  and  a  rich  reward  when  we  stand 
in  the  presence  of  our  Redeemer. 

W’e  are  now  entering  upon  a  second  gen¬ 
eration  of  work  in  Mexico.  Shall  we  not 
renew  our  strength  by  larger  gifts,  by  an 
increased  missionary  force,  and  with  better 
etpiipment  for  our  schools  and  churches? 

While  we  have  labored,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.  S.  A.  has  also  done  a 
magnificent  work.  We  visited  a  number  of 
their  schools  and  colleges,  and  worshiped 
with  some  of  their  congregations.  In  all 
there  are  now  about  six  thousand  Presby¬ 
terians  in  Mexico  in  the  native  Church. 
'1  here  are  sixty  ordained  native  Presbyte¬ 
rian  ministers.  In  the  Seminary  at  Co- 
yoacan  there  are  fifty-two  students,  about 
thirty  of  whom  are  preparing  to  teach  the 
gospel  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  There 
are  four  Presbyteries  in  the  Synod  of  Me.xi- 
co.  ITte  Chnrch  is  well  organized,  and  the 
outlook  for  the  future  is  indeed  fnll  of 
promise. 

Other  denominations  have  entered  Mexi¬ 
co  and  are  doing  a  large  work  for  Christ. 
In  all.  there  are  about  twenty  thousand 
Protestants  in  the  Republic.  Benito  Juarez, 
the  Washington  of  Mexico,  said  shortly 


liefore  his  death  :  “On  the  development  of 
Protestantism  depends  largely  the  happiness 
of  onr  people.”  W’e  rejoice  that  thousands 
are  entering  into  larger  and  happier  lives 
in  the  Repnl)lic  of  Mexico  because  of  the 
presence  of  the  Protestants.  In  the  coming 
generations  these  forces  will  be  augmented 
and  the  Mexican  people  will  he  gradually 
emancipated  from  the  absolutism  of  Roman 
Catholicism.  And  we  believe  that,  under 
the  blessing  of  God,  these  people  will  be 
led  out  into  the  light  and  life  and  liberty 
of  the  gospel  and  into  Christian  civiliza¬ 
tion. 
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